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No internet access?
No worries.
Let Seniors Enquiry Line
do the searching for you

Phone 1300 135 500

www.seniorsenquiryline.com.au

Emergency Contact Numbers
Lifeline 131114
Parentline 1300 301 300
Kids Helpline 1800 551 800
Mens Line Australia 1300 789 978
Women’s DV Line 1800 811 811
Relationships Australia 1300 364 277
Financial first Aid 1300 375 255
13 Health 1343 2584

St Vincent De Paul

www.vinnies.org.au
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John’s Story

My name is John, and I am now raising my grand daughter Jane who is 9 years
old. Her father died in 2007, and my daughter who has a 16 year history of drugs
became uninterested in Jane after she lost her partner. Finally, in late 2007 she
abandoned Jane at school, there were some problems earlier in that she was
forgetting to pick her up. The Police and DOCS became involved and informed
my wife and I that Jane would not be able to return to her Mother, until she
could prove she was a fit mother.

At the time this happened my wife Judy was battling cancer and I was visiting
her in hospital when the school rang to say Jane had not been picked up from
school and the Police would be there soon. Up to this point I had managed to
keep the worst of the situation from my wife. I had to tell her the home situation
for Jane was much worse than I had been telling her, she said she had suspected
that and that my burden is hers also. She lost her battle with cancer and passed
away in 2008.

A couple of months later Jane’s mother was on life support at the Mater
Hospital. The Doctors asked me to think about whether treatment should be
continued. She remained on life support for seven weeks and began a slow
recovery but discharged herself and was back on life support within a month.
She began to recover again and discharged herself in early 2008, and that was
the last time I saw her.

My life underwent some huge changes and I was unable to cope. I was realising
how much Judy just made things happen, and how she was always so organised.
I thought this doesn't happen to anyone else, but Time for Grandparents has
opened my eyes. [ have managed to work half a day, I've learnt to budget, and
I've found a way to, without any formal training, bring up a little girl.

I don't know how to plait her hair, I'm hopeless at ironing the pleats into her
school uniform, I'm sure all boys are not yucky, and I now know every Hannah
Montana song inside out, more important than all of this is that my Grand
daughter thinks I'm about the best Poppy in the whole Universe. (her words not
mine). (Names have been changed to protect privacy)

A morning tea will be held with a view to starting a support group for Grandparents in the
South Burnett Area. For further information or to express your interest please phone

07 4162 5570 or email dnissl@bigpond.com

Got some ideas for the newsletter or is there information on a particular topic you would
like to see included? Do you want to share your story with others? If so then please send
your thoughts or ideas to the following address. All ideas are welcome.

Time for Grandparents Program
PO Box 108, Fortitude Valley 4006
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Health News Tax Email Home Insulation
Scam Warning & Program Ends

From QLD Health Australian Tax Office

School vaccination clinics Scam Email Warning

starts 27 February 2010
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MyTime
Supporting parents of
Children with Disabilities

How MyTime Works
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www.mytime.net.au/index.php/groups
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www.mytime.net.au/index.php/groups/eoi-form

1800 889 997
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Our grandchildren accept us for ourselves, without
i rebuke or effort to change us, as no one in our entire
i lives has ever done, not our parents, siblings, spouses, i
friends - and hardly ever our own grown :
children. ~Ruth Goode

A mother becomes a true grandmother the day she
i  stops noticing the terrible things her children do
i because she is so enchanted with the wonderful things :
her grandchildren do. ~Lois Wyse :
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Education Tax Refund - what you need to know
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Pizza fingers
For Kids

Ingredients:
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Animal Cards
What You Need: Index Cards; crayons or textas

Activity:

Start by placing the index cards horizontally on a table with the blank side up. Do
two rows with 1 row stacked directly on top of the other. Encourage your child to
draw a head on the top card and a matching body and legs and/or feet on the
bottom card. Let them create as many as they can think of. A number of games
can be played with the completed batch of cards. Let your child mix the heads and
bodies of the different animals to create hilarious creatures. Or, turn them over and
play a game of match - each player gets to choose 2 cards and if they match, they
are a pair and count as 1 match. This is repeated while the players get more
familiar with what is on the underside of each card and more and more pairs and
matched. The one with the most matches wins!

Method: "' # B%e "
&C )
& (



